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I.—A CONSULTATIVE PACT. 


commonly known as the Kellogg-Briand Pact or the Pact of 

Paris—was signed on August 27th, 1928, it was generally 
agreed that as the enunciation of a new international ethic it was of 
vreat importance. Opinions differed, however, as to its practical 
value, the scepties basing their criticism on the fact that the Pact 
provided neither the means of coercing any one of its signatories 
who disregarded Article I (by which war was renounced as an 
instrument of national policy), nor the machinery for implementing 
Article II (which provided for the pacifie settlement of all inter- 
national disputes). Behind the scepticism was the all-important and 
unanswered question, ‘““ What will America do in the case of a State 
which goes to war in disregard of the Pact ? ”’ 

This problem exercised the minds of many in America as well as 
in Europe, and a number of resolutions containing potential solutions 
were introduced into both Houses of Congress. These resolutions 
aimed at the clarification of the attitude to be adopted by the United 
States in time of war. Some of them declared for the refusal of the 
United States to give “aid or comfort ’’ to any aggressor State, 
some suggesting that such an aggressor should be determined by the 
President, and others, by Congress. Other of the resolutions pro- 
vided for the refusal of the United States to give support of any 
kind, directly or indirectly, whether by Governmental or individual 
action, to any belligerent State, whether the aggressor or the aggressed. 
These resolutions, however, got no further than the table of the 
House of Congress into which they were introduced, though the 
majority of them still lie there, ready to be taken up at any time. 

Very soon, however, circumstances arose which demonstrated the 
necessity of some concerted form of action on the part of the principal 
signatory Powers, if the Pact was to be taken at all seriously. Early 
in July, 1929, a series of events occurred in northern Manchuria 
in connection with the Chinese Eastern Railway which resulted in 
a virtual state of war existing between China and the Soviet Union. 
At once the United States Department of State took steps to consult 
with the representatives in Washington of the original signatories 
of the Paet as to what should be done in this emergency. Owing 
to the Japanese delay in ratifying the Pact it was not in force, and 
nothing could be done at the moment. When, however, this 
outstanding ratification reached Washington on July 24th, the Pact 
was proclaimed as being in force as from that date, and six months 
later, as the belligerent conditions in Manchuria still persisted, 
Mr. Stimson, U.S. Secretary of State, once more suggested a con- 
sultation as to what should be done. As a result of the deliberations 
in Washington, identic Notes were despatched to Moscow and Nanking 
by the United States, British, French and Italian Governments, 
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which, though they arrived at the moment of the termination of the 
hostilities and therefore lost something of their primary value, 
demonstrated, nevertheless, the desire of the principal signatories of 
the Pact to see its pledges preserved. 

The lack of regular machinery of consultation and its obvious 
necessity, which the Manchurian crisis disclosed, moved Mr. Stimson 
in December, 1929 to approach the French Ambassador in Washington, 
M. Claudel, with the suggestion that the Pact should ‘“‘ be given 
additional force by setting up machinery for consultation and the 
moulding of public opinion against an aggressor nation.’’ In view 
of the forthcoming conference for the limitation of naval armaments 
the time was unpropitious for exploring the ground further, but the 
London Conference had not long been in session when it became 
clear to all that on the problem of security rested the success or 
failure of the Conference as far as the European nations were 
concerned. Before she agreed to disarm France wished to know 
what interpretation Great Britain placed upon her obligations 
ineurred under Article 16 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
and before she could give an honest answer to that question Great 
Britain had to know, for her part, what would the United States do 
in the case of a League blockade imposed on a State acting in 
defiance of her pledges given under Pact and Covenant. Would 
America insist on convoying her merchantmen through a League 
blockade, and thereby aid the aggressor State (not to speak of 
risking an ‘‘incident’’ which might jeopardise Anglo-American 
relations) ? Or would she agree to support an international boycott 
of an aggressor State? Would she not perhaps take her part in 
determining such an aggressor ? 

The records of the discussions of the London Conference on this 
crucial point have not yet been given to history, but ultimately the 
fact emerged that no satisfactory agreement was reached, and as a 
result France (and therefore Italy) refused to be a party to the London 
Naval Treaty in its entirety. It is known, however, that the question 
of a Pact of Consultation was fully discussed at the Conference, and it 
is believed that the United States representatives were not unfavour- 
ably inclined towards it, provided that France’s demands for guarantees 
of security could be met in other ways. On this latter point there 
was failure to reach an agreement, but, in any case, there was a vast 
body of opinion in America which did not believe it to be possible to 
find phraseology which would not be interpreted in Europe as meaning 
more than it said and committing the United States to concerted 
action against an aggressor nation. 

In his 1930 Armistice Day speech President Hoover made areference 
to the idea of a Pact in terms which were understood to imply tath 
personally, at any rate, he saw possibilities in the adoption of some 
such principle. The President’s words were :— 

“  . . There has been so much discussion as to the desirability of 
some further extension of the Pact so as to effect a double purpose of 
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assuring methodical development of this machinery of peaceful settlement, 

and to insure at least the mobilization of world opinion against those who 

fail when the strain comes. I do not say that some such further step may 
not some day come about.” 

Mr. Hoover went on to speak of the idea in his mind as a ** formula,” 
saying that ‘“‘ such a formula would be stimulative and would appeal 
to the dramatic sense of the world as a mark in the progress of peace,” 
and he then turned to describe as “less dramatic and possibly even 
more sure’ the ‘‘ day to day strengthening and buttressing of the 
Kellogg Pact by extension from one nation to another of treaties which 
in times of friction assure resort to the well-tried processes of competent 
negotiation, of conciliation and of arbitration.” 

The interest aroused by the President’s tentative endorsement 
of the proposed method of extending the Kellogg Pact was as great 
in America as in the European countries ; and the impression made 
by his words was deepened when statements appeared in the Press, 
ten days later, that the proposal which Mr. Stimson had made to the 
French Government in the previous December had taken the form of 
‘an impartial conciliation commission similar to that which investi- 
gated the Chaco dispute between Paraguay and Bolivia. This com- 
mission would spend several months investigating the rights and wrongs 
of any dispute, .thus providing a cooling-off period similar to that 
provided for in the Bryan Conciliation Treaties. The commission 
would endeavour to fix responsibility, and, therefore, tend to mobilize 
public opinion against any disputant which took the part of the 
aggressor. No nation would be obliged to take any military preventive 
action, however.” 

It is generally agreed that the President had something of the sort in 
his mind when he made his Armistice Day speech, but it is equally certain 
that no further official negotiations have been opened on the subject. 
Following on these Press reports the State Department took occasion, 
at the end of last November, to issue a formal denial to that effect, 
but it was generally felt that the Administration would not be opposed 
to discuss an agreement to consult in an emergency, provided it could 
be guaranteed that the United States would assume no further obliga- 
tions whatever, and that the responsibility for the next move rested 
with the Quai d'Orsay. 

The question at once arises, what form should such consultation 
take? There is already in existence one consultative pact, the Four 
Power Pacific Pact signed by Great Britain, the United States, Japan 
and France at the Washington Conference of 1921-22. Article | 
provides for consultation in the following terms :— 

“ Tf there should develop between any of the High Contracting Parties 
a controversy arising out of any Pacific question and involving their 
said rights which is not satisfactorily settled by diplomacy and is likely to 
affect the harmonious accord now happily subsisting between them, they 
shall invite the other High Contracting Parties to a joint conference to 
which the whole subject will be referred for consideration and adjustment.” 
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In this case, however, the Treaty covers a specific area and is 
between a limited number of Powers. The question becomes more 
complicated when the whole world is concerned and the contracting 
parties number some 58 States. If the United States insists on 
consultation apart from the League of Nations it is conceivable that 
a case May arise in which the signatories of the Pact of Paris consulting 
in Washington and the Council of the League deliberating at Geneva 
might arrive at opposite conclusions, and any such result might prove 
to be more of hindrance than assistance, though it is possible in certain 
circumstances that the Council of the League might not be unwilling 
to pass on to a conference in Washington the responsibility of defining 
an aggressor and of determining what action should be taken. 

An alternative form of collaboration would be for the United 
States to send a representative to consult with the Council as emergency 
arose. This is not as revolutionary a procedure as it might at first 
seem. American co-operation with the League of Nations, both 
official and unofficial, has increased steadily in the last ten years, until 
there is scarcely a branch of the League’s activities in which the 
United States does not take part either actively or through observers. 
Very recently there has been the statement of Mr. Hugh Gibson that 
the United States would agree to be represented in the proposed new 
commission for the control and supervision of disarmament, and the 
Protocol for the adherence of the United States to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, now before the Senate pending ratifica- 
tion, definitely provides for American representatives to sit on the 
Council and the Assembly of the League during the election of 
judges. 

If such representation can be arranged for one specific purpose, 
it is possible that a similar agreement might be reached for other 
specific purposes, always with the understanding that the United 
States would not be bound in advance to take the least action in the 
matter of sanctions. It is very necessary to emphasize this last point, 
for without a full realisation of its importance it is useless to proceed 
in negotiation with the United States. In that country Congress 
alone is responsible for the declaration of war, and that august body 
is very jealous of its privileges and demands the right to decide every 
issue upon its own merits. 

It is, however, not outside the bounds of human conception that, 
for purely consultative purposes only, the United States might be 
willing to send a representative to the Council of the League, though 
the results of such consultation would, as far as the United States 
were concerned, have to be submitted to and endorsed by Congress 
before any action could be taken. The fate accorded to the Court 
Protocols in the Senate in December, 1931, will be an indication as to 
whether representation at nine-year intervals on the Council and the 
Assembly is considered too contaminating a contact with the League, 
though there is a strong conviction amongst a number of Senators in 
Washington that one eannot touch pitch and remain undefiled. 

J.W.W-B 
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, II.—CHRONOLOGY. 
Bulgaria. 
December 27th.—A large number of Communists were arrested in Sofia, 
following on the discovery of a conspiracy alleged to be organised by the 
Comintern. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

December VithThe Ministry of Finance announced the permanent 
abolition of likin and all miscellaneous taxes on goods in transit as from 
January Ist. 

It was understood that the new Customs tariff would come into force on 
February Ist. 

December 18th.—It was understood that the Finance Minister was arranging 
with leading bankers in Shanghai the issue of a 60 million silver dollar loan, 
for financing the campaign against the Communists, which, it was estimated, 
would cost the Government at least 5 millions monthly. 

December 19th.—It was reported that the “ First All-China Congress of 
Soviets,” which met on December 11th, had decided to proclaim a “ Soviet 
Republic of China.” According to Communist newspapers the Reds had 
organised 200 ‘‘ Soviet regions ” in 12 provinces, with 80 million inhabitants, 
a large proportion of whom were in Kiangsi. 

December 22nd.—Yen Hsi-shan left Peking for Dairen, from where it was 
understood he was proceeding to Japan, and, later, to Europe. 

The Government announced the capture from Reds of Tungku, in South 
Kiangsi, with the killing of 2,000 Communists and the release of 500 captives. 

The Foreign Minister issued a statement reviewing the Government’s 
diplomatic achievements in 1930. As regards extra-territoriality, he calculated 
that at the end of the year the nationals of Germany, the U.S.S.R., Austria, 
Finland, Greece, Czecho-slovakia, Mexico, Bolivia and Persia resident in 
China would be amenable to China's jurisdiction, while those of Poland would 
accept similar conditions as soon as the Treaty signed in September, 1929, 
was put into force, of Belgium as soon as the majority of the extra-territoriality 
Powers had agreed to relinquish their rights, of Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
Denmark as soon as all signatories to the Washington Treaty had acceded 
thereto, and of Sweden, Japan and Peru as soon as negotiations for new treaties 
to replace those expired had been concluded. 

December 26th.--News reached Peking that the four foreign priests and 
five foreign nuns captured by Communists at Kianfu on October 4th had been 
released. (Their capture was reported on October 21st.) 

December 29th.—The new schedule of tarifis was promulgated. This 
showed that cotton piece goods were among the goods upon which duties 
were to be increased, from 7} per cent. to 123 per cent. ad valorem. Duties 
on luxuries such as wines, tobacco and certain classes of silk goods were to be 
ws high as 50 per cent. Among the goods exempted were books, papers, 
cereals, flour and gold and silver bullion. 

December 30th.—It was announced that over 300,000 troops were engaged 
in the campaign against the Communists. Chiang Kai-shek issued a state- 
ment offering a free pardon to those who had joined them under compulsion 
and surrendered with their arms. 
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It was also announced that an air service between Shanghai and Berlin 
had been scheduled to open on February Ist, 1931. 

It was announced that, contrary to previous assurances, tle new Customs 
tariff would come into operation on January Ist. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, RELATIONS WITH THE POWERS. 
December 26th.-- Publication of White Paper re rendition of Wei-Hai-Wei, 
(See Great Britain.) 


Cuba. 

December 19th.-Further disorders were reported, and a large number of 
Nationalists and Communists were arrested. The oldest paper in the island 
was suppressed. 


Finland. 


December 18th. General Wallenius and seven other military officers were 
sentenced to terms of penal servitude for instigating the abduction of 
Dr. Stahlberg. General Wallenius was dismissed the service and re-arrested 
after having been at liberty for several days. (This premature release was 
responsible for the incorrect report, published on December 13th, that he had 
been acquitted). 


France. 
December 18th.--On the ground that the Government was supported by 


the Socialists the Minister of Pensions and two of the Under-Secretaries 
resigned. The Government then made its first appearance before the 
Chamber, and, ona vote on the order of the day, secured a majority of seven 
(291 to 284). 

December 19th.The Parliamentary Session of 1930 was declared closed 
by decree. 

December 23rd.—M. Dormann was appointed Minister of Pensions and the 
vacant Under-Secretaryships were also filled. 

The Government re-appointed M. Gabriel Hanotaux as a Judge of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration for a further term cf six years. 

December 29th.._A Commercial Treaty with Salvador was signed in Paris. 

December 30th.—-It was officially announced that another Note had been 
received from the British Government on the subject of the repayment of 
War Loan subscribed to in England. (The four issues of French rentes made 
in Great Britain in 1915 and 1916 at 5 per cent., and in 1917 and 1918 at 4 per 
cent.) The Note was understood to suggest that the question whether 
payment should be on a gold value basis or in paper frances should be submitted 
to arbitration. 


Germany. 

December 19th. A third Note of complaint from the Government regarding 
the treatment of the German minority in Poland was transmitted to the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations. It referred to events in the Corridor 
districts during the elections. 

Publication in Berlin press of Ukrainian manifesto. (See Poland.) 

December 22nd. It was understood that the dispute between the Reich 
Government and the ‘Thuringian Government regarding the alleged 
* Hitlerising ’’ of the Thuringian police by the Minister of the Interior (a Nazi) 
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hatbeen settled out of court. By the settlement the Reich Government 
agreed to raise the subsidy ban and pay the arrears, while the Thuringian 
Government undertook not to give a party character to the composition of 
the State police. 

December 25th.--A message from Signor Mussolini was published in the 
Nationalist Tag, alongside one from Herr Hugenberg, the proprietor. In 


this the Duce referred to the advisability and practicability of treaty revision 
as a means of avoiding war. Herr Hugenberg said the Italian Premier had, 
by this message, “ brought his country out of the ring of Powers allied against 
us in the war.” 

December 30th.--In an article in Herr Hitler’s paper, the Nazis replied 
with a contemptuous refusal to suggestions recently made that they might 


participate in the Government. 


Great Britain. 

December 18th.The Stationery Office published papers regarding the 
Proposed Amendment of the Covenant of the League as a White Paper, 
(md. 5748. Also a Memorandum on Chemical Warfare presented to the 
l’reparatory Disarmament Commission by the British delegation, Cmd. 3747. 

December 2\st._-The Foreign Secretary broadcast a message to the United 
States in which he reviewed the progress made in 1930 towards world peace. 
He believed that when the economic crisis had passed it would be seen that 
much had been done, and he referred to the London Naval Treaty, the Hague 
Conference, the evacuation of the Rhineland, the signature of the Optional 
Clause, the opening of the Round Table Conference and the adoption of the 
draft Disarmament Convention. 

December 26th.— The text of the Anglo-Chinese Convention for the rendition 
of Wei-Hai-Wei and the agreement for subsequent facilities for the British 
Navy were issued as a White Paper, Cmd. 3741. 

December 29th..-In a broadcast address from London on disarmament 
Lord Cecil said that when they got to the Disarmament Conference they 
might find that agreement on any serious reduction of armaments would 
depend on persuading certain nations that they could safely accept it. To 
succeed in this they might have to give guarantees of assistance in case of 
attack. He also said, “over and over again we have pledged ourselves to 
the reduction and limitation of the armaments of the victorious nations in 
return for the disarmament we imposed upon our enemies. If we disregard 
these pledges we shall make enough scraps of paper to destroy all faith in 
international obligations.” 

December 30th. Announcement re further Note to French Government 
re repayment of War Loan. 


‘’ 
Greece. 

December 22nd --'The Cabinet was reconstructed, but no change was made 
in respect of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Finance, Education and National 
Economy. ‘The former Under-Secretaryships of Health, Aviation and Public 
Welfare were raised to the status of Ministries. 

December 23rd. ‘The Senate adopted the Treaties of Friendship and 
Commeree with Turkey, signed on October 50th. 


Guatemala. 


December Vith.— Serious disorders were reported to have occurred following 
on the selection of Senor Palma to succeed the President, General Chacon, 
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who had been compelled to resign on December 12th, owing to a breakdown 
in health. Senor Palma was formally recognised as President by the US. 
Government. 

It was also reported that a provisional Government had been formed, with 
General Orellana as provisional President. 

December 30th.—Decision of U.S. Government not to recognise the 
provisional Government. (See U.S.A.) 


Hungary. 

December 19th.—'The trial concluded of 41 Communists accused of 
attempting to overthrow the Government. All except 12 were sentenced 
to long terms of imprisonment. 


Italy. 

December 18th.—In a speech in the Senate, Signor Mussolini surveyed 
economic conditions throughout the world and justified the reductions in 
officials’ salaries. He expressed his conviction that there were already signs 
of revival, of which Italy would be in the position to take rapid advantage. 
It was out of the question to cut down military expenditure, although it had 
risen from 650 millions before the war to about 5,000 millions, of which over 
2,000 millions had been added since 1922. 

The Council of Ministers adopted a Bill for the confiscation of all property 
(except that assigned to religious objects) belonging to the Senussi tribe in 
Cyrenaica. 

December 25th.—Message from Signor Mussolini published in Berlin 
press. (See Germany.) 


Japan. 

December 18th.—The Vladivostock branch of the Bank of Korea was 
closed by the Soviet authorities and all the books seized, on a charge of 
carrying on illegal exchange transactions. The Foreign Office issued a 
statement taking strong exception to the Soviet action, against which they 
intended to “ adopt determined steps” if it affected Japan's fishery rights 
secured by treaty. 

December 19th.—'The Foreign Oftice instructed the Ambassador in Moscow 
to inform the Soviet Government that the Government considered the closing 
of the Bank of Korea to be an unjustifiable and unfriendly act, and to request 
it to withdraw the order. 

Statement by Soviet Government. (See U.S.S.RJ 


League of Nations. 
December 18th.— Publication of papers regarding the amendment of the 
Covenant, and of Memorandum re chemical warfare. (See Great Britain.) 


Norway. 

December 18th.—A meeting took place at Oslo of delegates of the Danish, 
Dutch, Swedish, Belgian and Norwegian Governments to discuss a proposal 
for a convention undertaking not to increase Customs tariffs between those 
countries without previous consultation. 

December 22nd.—The meeting concluded with the signature of the 
Convention, and of a protocol relating to further negotiations, in which the 
various Governments declared their readiness to support international action 
in the future. 
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Permanent Court of Arbitration. 
December 23rd.—Re-appointment of M. Hanotaux as Judge. (See France.) 


Poland. 

December 16th.—An interpellation was presented to the Speaker of the 
Seym by the Opposition giving details of the alleged ill-treatment to which 
the arrested deputies were submitted at Brest-Litovsk. =~ 

December 19th.—Third Note to League regarding German minorities. 
(See Germany.) 

A manifesto issued in the name of the High Command of the Ukrainian 
Military Organisation (the U.O.W.) was published in the Berlin Nationalist 
paper, the Deutsche Zeitung. This set forth the claim of the Ukrainians 
in Poland to autonomy and accused the Allied Powers of sanctioning the 
military occupation of the Ukraine by the Poles in spite of their own avowed 
doctrine of the right of self-determination. 

December 20th.._M. Korfanty was released from prison. 

December 30th.._Reports reached Warsaw that a number of Russian 
peasants, fugitives from a concentration camp at Osvoya (where large 
numbers were stated to be confined pending deportation to Siberia), had 
crossed the frontier near Dzisna. 


Rumania. 

December 22nd.--'The death occurred of M. Vintila Bratianu, leader of the 
Liberal Party and ex-Premier. He was an anti-Carolist. 

December 28th. M. Duca, a former Minister of Foreign Affairs, was elected 
leader of the Liberal Party. 


Salvador. 
December 29th. Signature of Treaty in Paris. (See France.) 


Spain. 

December \ith.--Particulars of the events at Jaca and at the Cuatro 
Vientos aerodrome made public showed that the insurgents at Jaca had tried 
to effect a junction with sympathisers in a neighbouring town a few days 
before the appointed time, thus making it possible for the Government forces 
to prevent a combined march on Barcelona, which was to have become the 
revolutionary headquarters. The only other place in which military action 
came to a head was the aerodrome, and when Major Franco and his friends 
found that the camp was being bombarded, which indicated that the Artillery 
Vorps remained loyal, they at once took to flight. 

In a statement to the press the Duke of Alba, the Foreign Minister, said 
that it had been impossible to trace any general organisation for revolt, and 
all the plans of the conspirators had evidently been mishandled. With regard 
to the shooting of the two officers at Jaca there had been no alternative 
course to take ; they had been shot under military law before the Government 
knew anything about it at ali. The republicans were too seriously divided 
amongst themselves for any serious concerted movement to be possible. 

December 18th.—A number of political leaders, including Senor Guerra, 
the former Conservative Premier, Don Alvarez, head of the Reformist Party, 
and several former Conservative Ministers, met to consider the situation, and 


1087 





12 


issued a statement that the electorate should be called upon to elect not merely 
the ordinary Cortes, but a Parliament invested with a mission to pronounce 
on the form of government the nation desired and, if necessary, to re-model 
the Constitution. 

December 19th.-Conditions throughout the country were reported a 
practically normal, and there were no general strikes in progress in any town, 
Many of the Labour leaders and republicans in custody were released. 

In a statement to the press, the Prime Minister said that the revolt had not 
altered the plans of the Government to hold the elections on March 10th, 193] 
Once they had been carried through he would resign and return to his duty 
as a professional soldier. 

December 20th.—The Cabinet met for the first time since the disturbances 
and announced that the General Election would take place in the spring. 
Complete calm was reported from all over the country, but it was estimated 
that several thousand persons were in custody, including 600 civilians in Madrid 
alone, and among them several of the leading members of the “ Provisional 
Government.” 

Signor Zamora was reported to have accepted full responsibility for the 
republican manifesto which was dropped by aeroplane over Madrid, and t 
have stated that the republic was to have been declared on December 15th. 

December 26th..-In an interview with the press, General Berenguer said 
that he was convinced that the revolt was of a social character, the republicans 
having enlisted the support of anarchists and extreme labour elements. 

December 30th. According to press reports the General Election had been 
fixed for March Ist, and the election to the Senate for March 15th. 


Turkey. 

December 23rd.-_I1t was understood that the Government had agreed to 
pay £30,000 to those British nationals who had begun to make claims 
regarding their properties, rights, and interests before October 29th, 1914. 
(This payment fell under Article 71 of the Treaty of Lausanne.) 

December 26th. It was understood that the Government had informed 
the Council of the Ottoman Debt that, since the Council had not agreed 
to any modification of the Paris Agreement of June 13th, 1928, it intended 
to negotiate direct with the bondholders. 

December 27ih.— Following on the discovery of a reactionary movement 
against the Government, several persons were arrested at Smyrna, and seven 
sheikhs at Constantinople. 

Abdul Halik bey was appointed Minister of Finance and his place as 
Minister of Defence was taken by Zekiai bey. 

December 28th-The number of arrests in connection with what the 
Government described as the ‘‘ Dervish outbreak ’’ was reported to total at 
least one thousand, while a battalion of troops and many religious teachiers, 
priests, and others were stated to have been interned on suspicion. 

December 29th. Reports reached Palestine that the Kurds had resumed 
activity against the Government forces on the Persian frontier. ‘Lhey were 
led by Nuri Pasha who was on parole in Teheran, but broke the parole and 
crossed the frontier to Mount Aghri. 

Further details of the Dervish movement which became known showed 
that it had been in preparation for a considerable time, and simultaneous 
outbreaks had been planned to take place at several centres. Dervisli 
Mehmed, the leader, was killed in the outbreak. 
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U.S.S.R. 

December Vith.-A decree was issued providing that, in order to stabilise 
the labour supply, persons leaving their work without satisfactory cause 
were not to be given employment for six months, and imposing penalties 
on persons refusing work. According to official estimates for 1951 it would 
be necessary to reeruit 1,300,000 additional trained workers to carry out 
the planned development of industry. Construction work arranged for 
during the season would call for three million workers, or 15-16 per cent. 
over the figure for 1930. 

December 18th..The official press published the new programme of the 
Profintern (Red Trade Union International) for inciting British and other 
armed forces to mutiny, including instructions for establishing bases in the 
army and navy. 

Closing of Japanese bank in Vladivostock. (See Japan.) 

December 19th.—The Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R. 
relieved Rykoff, at his own request, of the presidency of the Council of 
People’s Commissars and of that of the Council of Labour and Defence. 
\Molotoff, a supporter of Stalin, was appointed to succeed him. 

It was officially announced that, up to date, 6,150,000 households, 
representing over 24 per cent. of the population, had been “ collectivised.” 

The Government issued a statement that the closing of the Japanese 
hank at Vladivostock was due to the fact that its existence there was contrary 
to the Soviet’s economic and financial policy. It was the “sole bourgeois 
bank in Russia,’ and permission for it to operate had never been given by 
the Soviet Government. 

December 2\st.- The Central Control Commission expelled Rykoff from 
the Politbureau, or steering committee of the Communist Party and appointed 
its president, Ordjonikidze, to succeed him. 

December 25th. It was announced that a Commission of Execution had 
heen established, charged with the task of verifying the actual carrying out 
of Government directions for socialist construction by State institutions. 
It was presided over by Molotoff, who was also appointed chairman of the 
reconstituted Council of Labour and Defence. The latter included Stalin 
as well as Voroshiloff, Kuibyshev and Ordjonikidze. 

December 29th. -An All-Soviet Conference of Secretaries of the Osoaviakhim 
(Society for Aerial and Chemical Defence) was opened in Moscow to consider 
the results of the defence week (actually ten days. November 15th-25th) 
throughout the Union. Two million new members had been enrolled, bringing 
the total number to six millions. 

It was understood that the Government had decided to proclaim the 
Turksib Railway open for traffic on January Ist, 1931, though reports had 
lately been current to the effect that the work on the line was in a state of 
serious disorganisation. 

December 30th._ Report re flight of peasants across Polish frontier.  (Se¢ 


Pola nd.) 
U.S.A. 


December 17th.—The Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate, by 
10 votes to 9, passed a resolution deferring the consideration of the Protocol 
for the adherence of the United States to the Statute of the Hague Court 
until December, 1931. 

December 2\st.__Mr. Henderson’s message to the United States. (See 
Great Britain.) 
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December 22nd._'The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
issued a statement drawing the attention of the world to the representa- 
tions made to Germany at the end of the war, as an inducement to disarm, 
that her disarming was to be followed by a general disarmament of all the 
Powers, in order to prevent war in the future. He suggested that there 
was, “ now resting on all peoples, including the United States, an imperative 
obligation to make these representations good without further delay.” The 
statement was signed by The Hon. Elihu Root, Dr. Murray Butler and 


others. 


December 23rd.—The President announced that the total expenditure by 


the Federal Government on public works for the calendar year 1931 would 
amount to $724 millions (£144,800,000). 

December 30th.—It was understood that the provisional Government 
of Guatemala had been informed that the United States Government. had 
decided not to recognise President Orellana. 
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IIT.—DOCUMENTS IN PERIODICALS. 


L’Europe Nouvelle, dated December 20th, 1930. 


1. Treaty of Neutrality, 
concluded at Angora between Greece and Turkey, October 


Conciliation, 


Arbitration and Friendship 
30th, 1930. 


2. Protocol regarding parity of naval —- October 30th, 1980, 


L’Europe Nouvelle, dated December 4 


27th, 1956 


Table of Documents published in 1930. 


({n international 





IV.—NOTICES. 


conference of miners, 


convened by 


the Miners’ 


International Committee of the Red International of Labour Unions, was 


held at Essen, Germany, on December 20th and 21st. 


It was attended 


by 25 weg from Great Britain, Belgium, France, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia 


and the 1 


1931 
Jan. 2nd-6th 
3rd 
oth 


9th 
9th 


12th 


12th 
15th 
16th 


19th 
19th 


20th-22nd 


21st 
2? nd 
26th 


26th 
27th 


2nd 
12th 
23rd 
+ 26th 
Mar. 4th 
» 16th 
April27th 


LS.S.R. 


V.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


British Universities International Congress 
*Central Opium Board a 
Drafting Sub-Committee 
Committee for 

Measurement 


of Technical 


Maritime Tonnage 


*14th Session of Opium Advisory Committee 
Drafting Committee of Committee for 
Maritime Tonnage Measurement , 
*Gold Delegation of the Financial Com- 
mittee - aa 
*Meeting of Agricultural 1D xpe rts 
Financial Committee . ie - 
Meeting of Commission of ‘E nquiry into 
Plan for European Federation os 
*62nd Session of the Council. . oe 
Mixed Committee of International Statis- 
tical Institute, etc. 
Mixed Committee of the Socialist Inter- 
national and the International Federation 
of Trade Unions .. o4 a 
*51st Session of Governing Body of the 
International Labour Office - - 
Drafting Committee of Committee on 
Unification of Transport Statistics 
*Special Committee on aes manufacture 
of Arms .. ie 
*Supervisory Commission 
*Kxecutive Committee of 
Intellectual Co-operation 
*Committee of Thirteen 
*Economic Committee 
*Conference on Cheques 
*Sub-Committee of Fiscal ( ‘ommitte 0 
*Conference of Police Officers ~ 
*European Road Traffic Conference .. 
*Gold Delegation of Financial Committee 


" Institute “: 


Glasgow. 
Geneva. 


London or 
The Hague. 
Geneva. 


London. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Geneva, 
Geneva. 


Paris. 


Zurich. 
Geneva. 
Paris. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Paris. 

Geneva, 
Geneva. 
Cieneva, 
Geneva, 
Geneva, 
Geneva, 
Geneva, 


* League of Nations and International Labour Office. 


1091 





16 


1931. 
May 4th-9th Biennial Congress of International Chamber 
of Commerce. 
First International Congress for Religious 
Psycholagy 
*Conference on Limitation of Drug Manu- 
facture eh os é of 


2nd International Congress of History of 
\ Science and Technology .. id i 


International Radiological Congress 
Congress of Universities of the Empire 


5 vdth-380th 
o sen 
June 29th ) 
to 
July 3rd 
July 
» ord 
», ~%th-15th 
23rd-29th 


Meeting of International Aeronautical 
Federation 

Sixth Biennial International Conference of 
Leaders of Boy Scout Movement 

Congress of the Labour and Socialist Inter- 
national . se 


World Rover Scout Moot 


International Geographical Congress 


July 25th ) 
t 


ts) - World’s Grain Conference .. 
Aug. 6th | 
Nov. Universal Congress of ee 


Forces 
for Peace ‘ é< a 


* League of Nations and International Labour Office. 


Washington. 
Vienna. 
Geneva. 
London. 
Paris. 
London and 
Edinburgh. 
Bucharest. 
Vienna. 
Vienna. 
Kandersteg. 
Paris. 
Regina, 
Canada. 


Washington. 
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